SOCOTRA
Untouched alien island

In Short

Engage Socotra

Eco- and Community-Based Tourism in Socotra.

When you travel to Socotra, you can help play an important role in supporting Socotra’s future. Inertia
Netwark started creating a hub for people to explore Socotra while giving back to the island— preserving its
unique ecology and supporting locals.

Adventure
Comfort
Price

This trip is designed to teach you about the island and its species, connect you with locals, and give back.
All of our expeditions uphold Engage Socotra’s core mission to use eco and community-based tourism to
support, incentivize, and finance environmental conservation and equitable economic benefit for locals.

Connection

What is at stake and why it matters
Located between the Arabian Peninsula and the Horn of Africa, Yemen’s Socotra Archipelago is one of the
most remote inhabited landforms on earth. One third of the species on the island are endemic and found
nowhere else on the planet, making it one of Earth’s treasured ecological hot-spots.
Socotra is also highly vulnerable. In 2015 civil war broke out in Mainland Yemen, leaving the island cut
off from the outside world and embroiled within Arabian politics. Cyclones, trash build up, a lack of basic
infrastructure, and a tragically strategic location all threaten Socotra’s fragile environment and the wellbeing of the island’s 60,000 inhabitants

People x Connection x Interaction
There will be beach clean-ups, story telling, getting out of your comfort zone, singing and dancing. We’ll
challenge you during this whole program to discover unknown parts of yourself. You’ll connect with the other
travellers on a deep level.

Pack for a purpose
Want to do more? You can pack for a purpose: Have a Big Impact in the
communities you visit. Simply use a small amount of space in your luggage
to pack supplies needed by community projects around the world.
Pictures are taken by Matt Reichel & Nicole Smooth

The Sybarite F lamingo x Inertia Network

Summary
Day 1 - Cairo
22h30 Meet & Greet in Cairo Airport
Day 2 - Cairo/Hadibo/Homhil
02h00 Departure from Cairo to Socotra
Day 3 - Homhil/Arher
10h30 Arrival in Socotra
Day 4 - Arher/Hoq Cave/Rosh/Arher
Day 5 - Arher/Hajhir Mountain trek
Day 6 - Hajhir Mountain trek
Day 7 - Hajhir Mountain trek/Diksam
Day 8 - Diksam/Detwah Lagoon
Day 9 - Detwah/Hadibo/Cairo
09h15 Departure from Socotra Airport
Day 10 - Departures back home

Day 1 - Tuesday
22h30 The group will meet at Cairo Airport,
Terminal 1
Our flight to Socotra leaves very early the next morning
and we must proceed through security starting at 23h00
Your Yemeni visa will be provided for you to check in to
the flight.
Overnight on the plane / Airport
Day 2 - Wednesday
02h00 Departure from Yemenia’s only weekly flight
into Socotra.
The flight has a 2h overlay in Seiyun (Yemen mainland)
where we pass through a security check.
10h30 We’ll be met upon arrival at Socotra Airport
by our local team ready to explore.
We’ll first visit the only ‘city’ in Socotra Hadibo- to have lunch and visit the shops for
some local clothes for those interested.
In the afternoon we drive to the Homhil, a prehistoric
feeling national protected area with incredible scenery.
There we can enjoy a sunset walk amongst the Bottle,
Frankincense and famous Dragon’s Blood Trees.
Overnight at Homhil, Dragon’s nest

Day 3 - Thursday
We’ll be waking up just before sunset, followed by a simple
breakfast.
Hike down to a beautiful natural infinity pool at
the bottom of the valley, surrounded by Dragon’s Blood and Bottle
Trees. The scenery is out of this world.
We’ll return to the camp for lunch and then drive to Arher, a
spectacular camping spot on the beach in the far Northeast of the
island, where a fresh creek comes out from a crack in a granite
mountain against the beach. Relax on the green grass, swim in the
sea, or if you feel fit, you can climb a huge sand dune to get a
fantastic view over this camping spot (amazing for sunset). If we
get lucky, we can see bright blue bioluminescence in the ocean at
night.
Overnight at Arher Beach, Dragon’s nest
Day 4 - Friday
Another early morning and early breakfast.
We drive to the base of Hoq Cave in Terbak Village. We will
walk up to the entrance of the cave. It is more then 3 kms long ,
with a water pool at the end. The cave holds a wealth of Socotra
history inside, you will see stalactites, stalagmites and crystalline
formations. This is one of the most spectacular caves you’ll ever see.
In the afternoon, we drive a short distance to the Rosh Marine
Protected Area for some lunch followed by excellent snorkelling
amongst thriving coral reefs. When it’s time for sunset, we’ll return
to Arher to enjoy the views from the beach or the towering sand
dunes just behind.
Overnight at Arher Beach, Dragon’s nest

Day 5 - Saturday
After another early breakfast in Arher, we’ll pack up and drive to
the foothills of the Hajhir Mountains, outside of Hadibo.
From there we’ll meet our Socotra Bedouin guides and
pack camels, load up our gear and head into
the Hajhir Mountains for our trekking
program. These mountains tower over the island. For the first
part of todays track, we’ll follow a dirt road to the top of a
Ridgeline where we can see the ocean, before we tuck into the
rocky Mountains over to the other side, depending into a fabled
lush green valley replete with endemic plant species. We can swim
in the freshwater pools at the bottom of the valley; our camping
spot for tonight is only a twenty-minute walk up the other side of
the valley in a spectacularly beautiful clearing surrounded by
mountains and Dragon Blood Trees.
Overnight at Hajhir Mountains (Iglo tents)
Day 6 - Sunday
We’ll wake up surrounded by lush vegetation in a small
mountain valley deep in the Hajhirs. We’ll continue our trek
into the wadi, where we can swim and wash ourselves in
natural freshwater pools. The path continues down the wadi
along flat ground to our camping spot for the evening near an
abandoned school built for the local Bedouin children (their new
school was built in Diksam, rendering this one obsolete as their
semi-nomadic lifestyle caused them to move out of this valley due
to flooding).
Overnight at Hajhir Mountains (Iglo tents)

Day 7 - Monday
After breakfast, we’ll trek to the Firmhin Forest. Nowhere else in the
world can one find Dragon Blood trees in such density. Nur, a local goat
herder, will show us how they collect the precious red resin of the tree. We
will continue hiking down into the Derhur Canyon, where we will
see unusual rock formations and can swim in freshwater pools and
we can enjoy a picnic lunch.
Then, we’ll hike 400 meters up to the Diksam Plateau, which is
home to nomadic Bedouin herdsmen who move from one site to another
with their goat herds. We’ll be welcomed by them with a cup of tea. It is
a steep finish, but rewarding as we can watch the sunset amongst canyon
below.
At night a photography workshop is organised to shoot the
Milky-way.
Overnight at Diksam, Dragons’ Nest
Day 8 - Tuesday
After breakfast, we’ll visit the Dragon’s Blood Tree nursery, where
young trees have been growing since 2006. We’ll then visit the middle
and high school, where we'll meet students and teachers, if you’d
like you can volunteer to teach an English class.
Then we will drive to the northwest of the island to Detwah Lagoon,
a marine protected area renowned for its magical landscape and incredible
coastline for swimming. In the lagoon there is an array of sea life, we’ll
meet Abdullah the Caveman, who will take us exploring the
marine wildlife and environment from his cave over the lagoon.
Overnight at Detwah Lagoon, Dragons’ Nest

Day 9 - Wednesday
After breakfast in the camp, we’ll drive back to Socotra
Airport for our flight back to Cairo via Seiyun. The flight
is scheduled to depart Socotra at 9h15, arriving
back in Cairo at 16h45. Delays of a couple of
hours could happen, that’s why we book an extra night in
Cairo so all of you are able to catch the flight back home.
Upon arrival in Cairo, we check into our hotel, enjoy a
real shower and go for a final last dinner together.
Overnight, Cairo Steigenberger El Tahrir
Hotel (or similar)
Day 10 - Thursday
Departures back home, no scheduled activities.

Including:
Round-trip flight from Cairo to Socotra
Expedition leaders
Local guides and cooks
Accommodation (glamping, camping and hotel)
Land cruisers and drivers
All meals and water throughout the whole trip
Yemeni visa
All entrance and park fees
1 night in Cairo (Steigenberger or similar)
Does not include:
International airfare to and from Cairo (can be arranged for
you)
Insurance and medevac (can be arranged for you)
Egyptian visa
Personal spending (minimal)
Tips for local guides and staff

