Gorillas in the jungle

D RC C O N G O

In Short
This program brings you deep into the jungles of the Congo to track gorillas and forest elephants,
meet with local groups and park rangers who are in charge of protecting the National Parks, and
learn about the environment, lives of local people, and the threats to both.
Adventure
Comfort
Price
Connection

People x Connection x Interaction
In this program we connect with nature and with ourselves. During this trip, you will get to
know yourself and your fellow travellers on a deep level. We will challenge you from the
beginning until the end.
Explore the fabled Virunga National Park in eastern Congo to track mountain gorillas, meet
with local stakeholders, learn about the geopolitics and environment of the region, and climb
a volcano in the process.
The Gorilla Habitualization allows you to work with gorillas in a much more intimate
setting. You meet park rangers and scientists, then trek into the jungle to spend hours with a
lowland gorilla family not accustomed to human contact. This is an extremely rare
experience.

Pack for a purpose
Want to do more? You can pack for a purpose: Have a Big Impact
in the communities you visit. Simply use a small amount of space
in your luggage to pack supplies needed by community projects
around the world.

Most of the pictures are taken by Matt Reichel, who will join you on this
trip, a big thank you to photographer Luc Huyghebaert for some of the
Gorilla pictures.

The Sybarite Flamingo X
Inertia Network
Imagine the feeling when a gorilla looks right into your eyes,
when you see their hands, and can only think about how
similar they look to your own hands. The wonder of our
natural planet sends a jolt right into your soul.
Deep in the heart of central Africa lies spectacular verdant
rainforests, home to the world’s last remaining mountain
gorillas. This program brings you to the Congo to
understand not just the world of the gorillas, but also
everything surrounding them as well. You meet with
Congolese national park rangers and discuss the threats to
their habitat, engage with communities that surround the
national parks, listen to their concerns and hopes, and trek
through the jungle with experts to better understand the
ecology as well as the politics of this region.

Summary
Day 1 - Arrival in Kigali
Meet & Greet in Kigali
Day 2 - Kigali to Goma / Kibuma
Day 3 - Virguna National Park
Day 4 - Kibumba / Nyiragongo
Day 5 - Nyiaragungo / Goma
Day 6 - Goma / Bukavu
Day 7 - Kahuzi Biega National Park
Day 8 - Bukavu / Kigali
Day 9 - Kigali / Nyungwe
Day 10 - Departure from Kigali

Day 1
Pick-up from Kigali Airport
Your tourleaders and drivers will meet you in the airport of
Kigali, Rwanda.
We’ll have a nice welcome dinner and time to get to know
each other on a deeper level in the evening
Overnight in Kigali
Day 2
Today we drive to Congo, where our rangers will wait for us
after the Grande Barrier Border crossing.
After this we drive to the Virunga National Park
(Kibumba)
Overnight at Kibumba Tented Camp

Day 3
Let the magic begin, we start with an introduction to the
Mountain Gorilla and a first trekking (hike).
The legendary Virunga National Park is among the first
protected areas in Africa. It is known for its exceptional biodiversity,
containing more bird, mammal and reptile species than any
protected area on the continent of Africa. Enjoy a life-changing
experience with the gorillas.
Visit the Gorilla rehabilitation
Meet & Greet with IRCC Congolese National Park Rangers
Overnight at Kibumba tented camp
Day 4
Today we drive to Kibati Post where we’ll get a briefing about
the Volcano from the park rangers.
We’ll be climbing to the top of Mount Nyiragongo
Volcano where we’ll set up camp at the summit above the active
lava pool. The Volcano is one of the most active volcanoes in the
world. It stands proudly on the border of Congo and Rwanda,
sitting over 11,000 feet high. The volcano’s caldera (magma
chamber) holds the biggest lava lake in the world.
Overnight camping at Nyiragongo tents and
shelters

Day 5
Today we’ll hike down the volcano, back to Kibati Post and we’ll
be returning to Goma.
Today we walk around and discover Goma, where we’ll get an
introduction to Congolese politics and history. This likeable border town
on Lake Kivu is unlike anywhere else in DRC, being home to an
enormous UN and NGO presence that gives it an unusually
cosmopolitan feel. Having been almost wiped off the map by the eruption
of the nearby Nyiragongo volcano in 2002, Goma has done much
rebuilding in the past decade and a half, and as a result the city has a
surprisingly attractive centre. Indeed, it's fascinating to visit the parts of
town that are covered in the lava field, and see how the resilient locals
have gone back to their lives and rebuilt their houses in these new and
challenging conditions.
We’ll have time to visit the Goma market
In the afternoon we’ll have time for a discussion with United
Nations peacekeepers in the Congo and we’ll be meeting with a
local Non Governmental Organisation.

Overnight in a nice hotel near Lake Kivu
Day 6
Departure from Goma by ferry across Lake Kivu to
Bukavu
We’ll be visiting the Lwiro Chimpanzee Sanctuary,
where they provide the best possible care to orphaned primates in
DRC, while working to ensure their protection in the wild.
Overnight in Bukavu

Day 7
This morning we drive to Kahuzi Biega National Park where we
will get an introduction and discussion with the park rangers.
Gorilla habitualization program (6-8 hours in the jungle)
The Kahuzi Biega NP was gazetted to conserve the Grauer’s Gorilla, the
world’s largest gorilla species.This remains the only place in the world
where visitors can see these gorillas in the wild.
Only the lucky few can experience a magical encounter like this
Overnight camping at Kahuzi Biega NP with the
rangers in the jungle
Day 8
We drive back to Bukavu town from where we cross the border to Rwanda
for the final part of our program.
We drive to the Nyungwue National Park where we will stay the
night in a nice camp, tomorrow morning we get up at 4 am for our
Chimpanzee trekking.
One of the oldest rainforests in Africa, Nyungwe is rich in biodiversity and
spectacularly beautiful. The mountainous region is teaming with wildlife,
including a small population of chimpanzees as well as 12 other species
of primate, including the L’Hoest’s monkey endemic to the Albertine Rift.
Take your time today to relax and maybe get on the Canopy Walk
suspension bridge.
Overnight at Nyungwue lodge

Day 9
This morning at 4 am we leave for the Chimpanzee
trekking
Since the chimps nest each and every night, there are the
trackers who go ahead of the trekking group of finding
them and communicate with the ranger guides.
Chimpanzee trekking experience is so different from that
of gorilla trekking as the chimps are running around in
the tree canopies and there may be running after to catch
up and the sightings are more rushed and sporadic.
The main challenge with these chimpanzees is with
finding them, as they are not so habituated and are
always shy, also their human instincts are so strong and
they show a lot of curiosity and the eagerness when the
tourists are around. Note that we can not promise to spot
them. But nature is so beautiful in this rainforest that you
won’t be disappointed for getting up this early.
After this experience we go to Kigali, where you have
time to discover the city and we have a final dinner
Overnight in a luxury hotel in Kigali
Day 10
Departure back home from Kigali, no activities foreseen.

Including:
Expedition leaders
Local guides and cooks
All accommodation (glamping, camping and hotels)
4x4 cars and drivers
All meals and water throughout the whole trip
DRC visa
All entrance and park fees (very pricy)
Does not include:
International airfare to Goma (can be arranged for you)
Insurance and medevac (can be arranged for you)
Vaccinations
Personal spending (minimal)
Tips for local guides and staff

